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The Church Council is a forum for discussing a wide variety of activities in the life of our church.
Council members consult with each other and with our pastor in the planning and implementation of a
variety of activities on behalf of the whole church. In so doing, we seek to discern what God expects for our
church and community, and how we can do God�s work in the church and in the world. The past five months
have been a time of renewed energy in the life of our congregation. What follows is a partial list of things
that we can celebrate at this time:

� We celebrate Pastor Steve Smith�s positive outloo k, energy, and enthusiasm as he leads us in
worship and engages us in a variety of other activities in the church, as well as in our outreach to the
community. Steve strives to engage everyone in the worship of God, making our worship activities
meaningful and accessible to all. He also invests time and energy in reaching out to the people of Orono 
in a variety of ways, and encourages all of us to do likewise.

� We celebrate the people who have begun worshipping with us in the past five months, as well as
those who have returned after a period of absence. It is good to see new faces in our sanctuary almost every
Sunday. We look forward to developing new relationships as we learn about each other and about our
respective spiritual journeys. All are welcome, at any time of year, but especially in this Advent season.

� We celebrate the rebirth of our Sunday school program, all the children who are now worshipping
with us, and all the adults who have made a commitment to guiding these children in their spiritual growth.
The children have already contributed to our worship this Advent season by decorating the Christmas tree 
on the first Sunday in Advent (Nov. 29). We look forward to their continuing participation in the life of our
congregation. 

� We celebrate the Stephen Ministry, and thank those who have invested countless hours in this
ministry as leaders and as Stephen Ministers. Through the Stephen Ministry, lay people receive training 
and on-going supervision to prepare them to offer Christian accompaniment to those who are in times of
difficulty or transition. We look forward to another series of training sessions, and welcome those who
would like to receive that training, and learn how best to accompany those in need. Anyone interested can
contact one of the Stephen leaders: Nancy Andrews, Catherine Johnson, and Mary-Vesta Marston-Scott. 

� We celebrate the people who contribute time and money to preparing food for the Bangor Area
Homeless Shelter on the third Sunday of every other month. Many people contributed to the meals we
provided in August and October, and we look forward to continued support for our next meal, on 
December 20. As winter approaches, we know that the number of people at risk due to hunger and
homelessness is increasing, while government funding for homeless shelters declines.

� We celebrate the ministry of music in our church,  and all those who have contributed to helping 
us to know and worship God through music. We are thankful for the faithfulness of our choir, and for the
contributions of guest musicians. We look forward to hearing the bell choir perform for us during Advent,
and to other music ministries in the coming months.

� We celebrate all those who have invested in our church during the recent stewardship campaign, 
as well as those who have contributed financially by supporting the yard sale last August and the Chicken
dinner in November. With this support, we can continue the work of our local church and also be a full
partner in connection with the churches of our New England Annual Conference and the conference�s
ministries in our region and in Africa and Central America.

In our time of concerns and celebrations during worship, please feel free to add to this list the things
that you wish to celebrate in the life of our church. 

As we prepare once more to welcome the Christ child into our lives on Christmas morn, we know
that God calls to be in community with each other and in service in the world. We are thankful for all the
ways that the Holy Spirit is moving among us, and we pray for guidance as we seek to discern what new 
ways God is calling us to be His people and do His will in our world. 

- John Maddaus, Chair of the Church Council
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United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
United Methodists contribute to meeting the needs of people around the world through the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Umcor/newsroom/hotline   -
their web page - highlights programs that are seeking funding to serve people in need. We can
contribute online, or we can contribute by putting a check in the church offering plate, made out to 
our church and listing UMCOR (and a designated project, if desired) on the memo line. 

As of November 29, the UMCOR hotline priority projects are:

� Philippines Emergency, UMCOR Advance #240235: Relief workers in the Philippines
continue to reach out to remote areas of that island nation, providing relief supplies to the victims of
two typhoons that struck in September and October. On the coast of Talim Island, most homes and
other buildings were destroyed, and three United Methodist churches were damaged by flood waters.
UMCOR Philippines is working with district leaders to respond to the needs of these churches and
communities. Other local churches had purchased 1,500 food items. Volunteers prepare water
purifiers daily to include in distributions to affected families, as health and sanitation are a major
concern.

� UM Global AIDS Fund, UMCOR Advance #982345: In Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon), the
United Methodist Global AIDS Fund is training teachers and students to provide AIDS education, in
partnership with Church World Service and the YMCA. Information about AIDS has been limited in
Sri Lanka because discussions of sexuality and HIV had been considered taboo. UMCOR and its
partners have conducted ten HIV/AIDS awareness and training workshops on how to speak more
openly about HIV/AIDS and share information about HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted
diseases. This is just one of many HIV/AIDS education projects supported in part by participants in 
World AIDS Day, observed on December 1.

Future issues of The Spire will include information about other UMCOR priority projects.
Please pray for people who are hungry, displaced, sick, or in poverty because of natural and human-
made disasters, and for the workers who minister to them.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

����������	
��	��
����������������(source: www.newsletternewsletter.com)

The winter of 1865 a young preacher named Phillips Brooks spent time in and around the fields of
Bethlehem, and, on Christmas Eve he attended worship in the Church of the Nativity, which is 
located on the site where tradition says Jesus was born. He was so spiritually touched by the
experience that he later wrote a hymn (lyrics) for children to sing on a later Christmas Eve in the
church in Philadelphia he was serving.  Lewis Redner, the church organist and Sunday School
Superintendent (check this out, Barb Smith), composed the music for O Little Town of Bethlehem.
Today the carol appears in most denominational hymnals. 

Brooks� final charge was the prominent Trinity Church (Episcopal) in Boston. In fact our own
Shawn Smith reports that it was during Brooks� tenure that Trinity�s present impressive structure
was built. And, there is a large statue of this gifted pastor in the front of the Church. Brooks, a giant
of a man physically (6�6� tall), was known througho ut America as an eloquent and dominant force in
the pulpit, and, upon learning of his passing in 1893, a major event in Boston, a 5-year-old girl was
heard to exclaim, �Oh, mama, how happy the angels w ill be�.
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Competing for ’Mind Space’
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Challenging the Church
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